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But “getting involved” is appropriate advice for other Americans too.
For the businessman who understands the give-and-take of the market-
place, for the oceanographer who understands the mystic cycles of the
sea, for the writer who understands the beauty and power of words,
getting involved can mean sharing knowledge and enthusiasm with
young people struggling to make their own career decisions.

Getting involved can mean taking the time to help a handicapped child
learn to read. It can mean raising the aspirations of a disadvantaged
child by listening to his hopes and dreams—and by caring about them.
It can mean working with gifted young people to help them channel
their creativity into productive outlets.

Above all, getting involved means giving support to the dedicated men
and women who are entrusted with the education of our children. They
are trained professionals who welcome constructive change. They deserve
our confidence.

Education should be everyone’s concern, for the knowledge and values
imparted to our youth today will determine our future as a people.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RICHARD NIXON, President of the
United States of America, do hereby designate the week of October 21—
27,1973, as American Education Week.

I urge all Americans to join with me during this period in a reaffirma-
tion of faith in our educational system and a new dedication to helping
that system meet the challenges that now confront it.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eleventh
day of June, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred seventy-three,
and of the Independence of the United States of America the one

hundred ninety-seventh.
W
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Honor America, 1973

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

This year, for the first time in a dozen years, America will be at peace
on Independence Day.

For the first time in a generation, none of our young men will be drafted
into the services.
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Clearly there is much for which we should be thankful. Equally so, we
have much upon which to reflect: not only the challenges that still lie
ahead but also the qualities of mind and soul that have brought us
through the trials of the past and have kept us a great people.

National holidays have traditionally provided us with opportunities
for such reflection and celebration. Flag Day, celebrated June 14th, is
one such day; Independence Day is another.

Between the two is a 21-day interval. This year—a year when all of us
pray that we may be entering a new era of peace and goodwill among
men—it seems particularly fitting that we mark this 21-day period in a
very special way.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RICHARD NIXON, President of the
United States of America, do hereby designate the period beginning
June 14, 1973 and extending through July 4, 1973 as a 21-day salute to
our country. “HONOR AMERICA” shall be the theme for this salute.
I call on all Americans to join during this period in appropriate public
observances and personal activities which will express their love for this
country, their respect for its past and their dedication to its future.

This should not be a time in which we ignore our country’s problems.
But it should be a time in which we gain renewed appreciation for those
physical and spiritual resources which can enable us to meet those
problems—and to make our great Nation greater still.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this
fourteenth day of June, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred
seventy-three and of the Independence of the United States of America

the one hundred ninety-seventh.
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Commemorating the Opening of
the Upper Mississippi River

By the President of the United States of America

A Proclamation

Three hundred years ago two French explorers led a small band of
men in search of a river the Indians called the Mississippi. It was their
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